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1. Pandemic Closure 

We continue to await word on a number of critical items pertinent to our operational component for both 

this school year and next.   A meeting was scheduled with the Commissioner last week, but it has been 

rescheduled for some time next week.  There has been no definitive date or time suggested. 

(Standards 1,2,3,4) 

 

a) MCAS 

There have been some delays suggested, but as of yet, we have had nothing definitive in terms 

of direction regarding MCAS implementation. 

 

b) Bus/SPED Transportation 

Ongoing discussions are occurring frequently locally, regionally, and at the state level.  Nothing 

definitive has occurred on this front.  We anticipate that this may have an impact on our next 

year's budget implementation. 

 

c) Circuit Breaker  

We are currently unsure of how this will be affected for our next year's budget. 

 

d) Graduation 

We had hoped to receive guidance on this from the state - it has been discussed on conference 

calls.  As of yet, nothing definitive has been suggested for guidance. In speaking with our high 

school staff I have suggested that discussions with students and parents are important 

regarding thoughts from them as we move forward.  I suspect that we may hear something 

more concrete next week from the state level. 

 

e) Budget 

Our budget meetings continue.  We are well aware that there may be some dramatic changes 

that could be necessary as a result of lost state revenue.  We have had nothing delivered to us 

expressing what those changes could look like, however, we anticipate that something may well 

come forward within the next couple of months.  

 

f) April Break 

We were anticipating clear direction from the state regarding this time in terms of unity across 

the state, however, we received an email that indicated that this is expected to be a local 

decision.  Parents have suggested to me that they would prefer to see this as the break time 

that was initially listed on our calendar.  I have reached out to a number of school districts, as 

well as read the many comments on the topic per the MA Superintendents' listserve, and there 

is no true common thread or pattern that's emerging. 
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We continue to meet in job alike groups across the state and within our regions.  NRSD continues to 

meet frequently in teams and staff groupings to stay connected and continue to map our way forward 

during these unprecedented times. 

 
We have stressed with our school community that we are all in this together - it can't be lost on any of 

us that that we are navigating a national health crisis that affects all of us, and that is of paramount 

importance.  We are trying valiantly to fit education into this crisis, and it's not an especially smooth 

fit.  However, we all continue to do our very best. 

 
We need to continue to be flexible, tolerant, and understanding, knowing that we are all experiencing 

hardship on some level or another - none of us are untouched by this pandemic. 

 

 
 


